[image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk4992163][bookmark: _Hlk2769498][image: ]
Never a dull moment at Louisa Boren STEM K-8.  STEM hosted the WA Vex IQ State Tournament on Saturday!  We had two students participating--tournament qualifiers Oliver and Reese.  There were over 80 teams, hundreds of fans,  and schools from all around WA state.   Thanks to coaches McGavick and Schmick, Team Coordinator Cynthia Moon, and the many other parent volunteers who made it happen.  Plus team members and student volunteers Finn, Estelle, Jane, Ryan, Beckett, Jackson, and Leo!  It’s the first time the tournament has been held on the east side of the state.

The big news of course is Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19)’s appearance in Seattle. Seattle Public Schools (SPS) follows the guidance of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Public Health Seattle & King County in our response to COVID-19.  Currently there are no confirmed cases of coronavirus in SPS. District staff are continuing to monitor the situation to protect our students and staff.

Families can help by staying informed, practicing good hygiene, and staying home or keeping children home if they have been running a fever or are exhibiting signs of a fever. For additional resources visit Seattle Public Schools coronavirus news announcements. SPS will continue to update families via social media, its website, and school messenger.

STEM K-8 will undoubtedly going to feel some impacts from COVID-19. At a minimum we are going to experience more challenges with unfilled vacancies as  everyone takes greater health precautions.  A Novel Coronavirus fact sheet 
is linked here and included in the Owl Post.

Thursday, March 5, from 6:30-8:00 is our monthly general PTA meeting.  STEM families will have an opportunity to preview and provide feedback on STEM K-8’s budget and staffing plan for the 2020-21 school year.  Childcare is provided.

Sincerely,
Ben Ostrom, Principal
STEM K-8
March 5
DINE OUT to support 5th and 8th grade camps
Proletariat Pizza
4pm-9pm
More details in this Owl Post

March 5
SPED & PTA Meeting
6:00-6:30pm – SPED Meeting
6:30-8:00pm – PTA Meeting 
STEM Library
Please RSVP HERE if you plan on using free YMCA childcare
PTA Meetings will be streamed LIVE on Facebook HERE (Search @stemptalive)

March 12
Save the Date: Pi Night! 
6:00-8:00PM
Location: STEM Cafeteria & Gym

March 28
STEM Auction
Location: Hall at Fauntleroy
Details in this Owl Post

SAVE THE DATE: June 17
8th Grade Graduation



Check out the school calendar here.








































Upcoming Events
A Note from Principal Ben Ostrom

The official weekly newsletter 
of Louisa Boren STEM K-8 PTA
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Help out with preparing the STEM gardens for spring planting! You can join the work party from noon-3pm on Sunday, March 8 at the interior courtyard. Enter via the gate on Juneau Street. FYI there will be no building access for restrooms at this work party.

For more info contact Vaughn - vaughn@vaughnbell.net, also feel free to reach out if you are interested in being part of garden work planning for the future.
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Saturday Morning Cartoons Auction!
In support of Louisa Boren STEM K-8 PTA
Saturday, March 28th / 5:30pm-11:00pm
The Hall at Fauntleroy

Auction Update! 

TICKETS on-sale NOW! https://louisaborenstemk8.schoolauction.net/cartoons

Upcoming Auction Committee meetings have moved to Great American Diner & Bar (4752 California AVE SW) from 7-8 pm on Feb 26, March 11 & March 18. 

Hey, Boo Boo! Why does STEM have an Auction? 
The auction is one of our major fundraising events of the year and supports the PTA budget.  Our hope is that guests (adults 21+ only) feel inspired to donate at the event in support of the STEM community.  We depend on the countless hours of volunteer time to pull the event off and on the community at large to donate thousands of dollars in items & sponsorships to the auction itself. 

What do you SCOOBY DOOBY DOO at the Auction?  
Our auctions are themed! Costumes welcome or come as you are; this year come in your PJ’s ready to watch cartoons or as your favorite cartoon character. 

The first half is the silent auction with hundreds of items to bid on, games, a photo booth & time to mingle. When the last silent table closes, we move to dinner, more games, and an auctioneer will run a live auction with larger packages, experiences & items. 

The live auction this year will highlight local artists, include a trip to Mexico, larger themed baskets, and packages that include tickets to local events and opportunities for year-round experiences. 
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Tickets – Paper tickets OR online! BEEP! BEEP! RSVP by March 1! 
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SPONSORSHIP / IN-KIND DONOR OPPORTUNITIES
Sponsorship is another great way to support the auction. Levels from $250 to $2,500 and include a variety of benefits. Contact auction@stemk8pta.org information go online. 

DONATIONS
We count on the generosity of our community for gift cards and donations of any new items for us to use at the auction. If you have something to give, you can enter it online. An auction volunteer can arrange pick up or you can drop it off at STEM K-8 during school hours.
https://louisaborenstemk8.schoolauction.net/cartoons/donate_items/new 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
We couldn’t pull this off without volunteers! Please contact Robin: auction@stemk8pta.org if you can't make it to an auction meeting and still want to volunteer! 

Upcoming Auction Committee meetings are: 7-8 pm at Great American Diner & Bar (4752 California AVE SW) on Feb 26, March 11 & March 18.

We need 23 donated desserts. Purchased desserts are welcome. Each dessert must serve 10. To donate a dessert, send an email to auction@stemk8pta.org 
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TICKETS ONLINE! RSVP DUE BY March 1!

Don’t want to buy Tickets online? RETURN THIS FORM!

Ticket (single) $75: ________

Ticket (couple) $150: _______

Buy a Table (10 seats – choice of table guests) $700: ________

STEM Teacher / Staff $0: ________

Sponsor a STEM Teacher / Staff or a STEM Community Member $75: ________ 

Other Donation $: ________

TOTAL $: ________

Checks payable to K-8 STEM PTA and left in the front office, given to your child’s teacher, or mailed to: 5950 Delridge Way, Seattle, WA 98106 

OR e-mail auction@stemk8pta.org to arrange credit card payment and ticketing over the phone. 
 
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
 
Address: _______________________________________________
 
_______________________________________________________
 
Phone number: ____________________________ E-mail:___________________________________
 
Please try to sit me by: _________________________________________________
 
Vegan / Vegetarian Meal Requested: Y / N
 
Other Meal Accommodations & explanation: Y / N ______________________


TH-TH-TH-THAT’S ALL FOLKS!
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Congratulations to all our fourth and fifth graders that participated in the 2020 Global Reading Challenge on Friday, February 14th. This “Battle of the Books” Trivia Competition is co-sponsored by Seattle Public Library and Seattle Public Schools with the support of the Seattle Public Library Foundation. All six STEM teams were competitive: Friendly Foxes, Glitter Reading Animals, Global Reader Leaders, No U!, Rainbow Owl Readers, and Wise Owls! We appreciated our third, fourth and fifth grade classes that attended as the audience to cheer on all our teams.
Special Congratulations to our Louisa Boren K – 8 STEM Global Reading Challenge winning team, The Friendly Foxes. Fourth Graders Isla, Annabelle, Oscar, Trixxy will represent our school at the Global Reading Challenge 2020 semi-finals on March 4th at Seattle Public Library. 
This year’s Global Reading Challenge list of books can be found at https://www.spl.org/programs-and-services/learning/global-reading-challenge.                                                                                                       Remember STEM Readers: READ! READ! READ! READ! READ!
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[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Please help Ms. Massimino with these MakerSpace Items!
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Did you know you can earn money for our school by grocery shopping?  

-Sign up for a PCC Scrip card and earn 5% of every dollar you load onto your card for our school.  Support a great local company while supporting our school!


-Do you shop at Thriftway? Drop off your Thriftway receipts in the office and 1% of the purchase price of every item you buy is returned to our school. 
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In addition to PCC and Thriftway, there are a number of other retailers where you can earn money for STEM. Here is a full list.  

Happy Shopping!


[image: ]STEM K-8 Updated Facebook Guidelines:

Purpose of FB page (or group): The purpose of our Facebook page is to provide an online community for parents and families at Louisa Boren STEM K-8.
Goal: Our goal is to share information and tips, update the community on events and programs, and showcase the achievements of students, teachers, parents, and other community members.
Community Rules
· We encourage you to ask questions and share information. We request that you keep discussions focused directly concerning our school community.
· We encourage posts that highlight our community’s accomplishments and constructively raise issues for discussion.
· When posting, please use appropriate language. Children can see our page.
· If you choose, you can post photos of your children at school events. Do not post photos of other children. If you have any questions about posting a particular photo, please check with the Facebook page administrator. If you wish to have a photo taken down, please contact the Facebook page administrator. 
· Do not engage in cyberbullying of any kind, including insulting, targeting, or excluding any individuals, including but not limited to school board officials, school administrators, teachers, PTAs members, students, parents, or other individuals affiliated with or connected to the school. We may delete posts that put down or discriminate against individuals.
· Any inflammatory statements that make allegations against individuals or organizations may be deleted.
· Commenting may be turned off on posts at the discretion of the FB page administrators. 
· Online threats will be taken seriously, and proper authorities will be immediately notified.
· Do not post confidential information, such as student grades, disciplinary proceedings, health conditions, personal family matters, or anything else that would generally be considered personal or private.
· Keep in mind what you post is public information.
· Any advertising for businesses without prior FB page administration approval is not allowed.
· Do not publish content as your own that has been created by others.
The PTA board and PTA Facebook administrators reserve the right to delete comments and block users who are not following the rules stated above.

[image: ]Ms. Morgan and her family have arrived in Taukhel, Nepal!

Check out the link below to learn about what she has been up to in Nepal and see more pictures.
 
Visit this link to follow along: https://arcg.is/0m00CS 
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[image: ]The first issue of the STEM GAZETTE is HERE! Featuring an article about Schuyler Bailar.

Visit the STEM website HERE to read the entire publication. Great work 7th and 8th grade students!
Stay Connected

[image: ]PTA Website – all things PTA (become a member, volunteer, shop and earn, how YOU can be involved).
STEM K-8 school website – our SPS school website (curriculum, staff details and more).
Volunteer Application (this is the link to the application and all pertinent information; you must fill this out each year to volunteer in classrooms, chaperone field trips, etc)
STEM K-8 Facebook 
STEM PTA Twitter
Principal Ostrom’s Twitter
Principal Ostrom’s Blog 










  

STEM Library Schedule 2017-18



[image: ][image: ][image: ]To join the STEM K8 PTA, please visit MemberPlanet using this link:

https://mp.gg/lb6jk  
Must Read Article written by Ms. Bannister!

https://knowledgequest.aasl.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/KNOW_48_3_OE_SchoolLibrary.pdf

STEM Black Lives Matter Attire can be purchased here:

https://www.cafepress.com/stemspiritwear 
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DINE OUT TO SUPPORT 5TH & 8TH GRADE CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS !

PROLETARIAT PIZZA

MARCH 5TH / 4-9PM / DINE IN, CARRY OUT & DELIVERY
Identify yourself as a STEM Supporter!

$1000 = 20% in support of kids gong to camp.

YES! Same night as the PTA meeting: eat dinner early? Deliver to
the meeting? Go late! PTA: 6:30-8PM @STEM
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Global Reading
Challenge
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MAKERSPACE ITEMS NEEDED

Marbles Pearler beads and Scissors (adult size)
Tweezers more baseboards Iron
Newspaper Foil Duck tape — all colors

Clean pizza boxes Popsicle sticks Plastic bottle caps
White Lab coats ~ Bamboo skewers Wood Glue
(maybe donated from a - Pony beads Cutting mats

medical office?)

Single hole punch Wood dowels Mod Podge

Jenga or Keva Blocks ~ Small nails
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VIRUSES
DON'T
DISCRIMI
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AND NEITHER SHOULD WE

Stigma will NOT fight coronavirus.
Sharing accurate information will.

Learn more: kingcounty.gov/ncov

Public Health
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Image (C) Sara Andreasson for Mosaicscience.com/Wellcome Trust
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Novel Coronavirus

What is novel coronavirus?

Novel coronavirus (COVID-19) is a new virus strain spreading from person-to-person in China and
other countries, including the United States. In some instances, cases outside of China have been
associated with travelers from China. Health experts are concerned because little is known about
this new virus and it has the potential to cause severe illness and pneumonia in some people.

How does novel coronavirus spread?
Health experts are still learning the details.

O

DROPLETS*

Currently, it is thought to spread:

« via respiratory droplets produced when an
infected person coughs or sneezes.

o4 Y Y
« between people who are in close contact Breath Contact

M
Cough
with one another (within about 6 feet).

* Droptts can fond inthe mouth or roses of people who are
nearby orpossiby be inhed into the lungs,

How severe is novel coronavirus?

Most coronavirus illnesses are mild with fever and cough. The vast majority of people with novel
coronavirus infection do not require hospital care. A much smaller percentage of people get severely
ill with respiratory problems like pneumonia. Elderly people and people with underlying medical
conditions are at highest risk.

What are the symptoms?

People who have been diagnosed with novel coronavirus have reported symptoms that may appear
in as few as 2 days or as long as 14 days after exposure to the virus:

DA
&
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When do | seek medical evaluation and advice?

If you have symptoms like cough, fever, or other respiratory problems, contact your regular doctor
first. Do not go to the emergency room. Emergency rooms need to be able to serve those with the
most critical needs.

If you have difficulty breathing, it doesn’t mean you have novel coronavirus, but you should call 911.

If you’re over 60 and you have underlying conditions like diabetes, heart disease, and lung disease,
come up with a plan with your doctor to identify your health risks for coronavirus and how to
manage symptoms. Contact your doctor right away if you do have symptoms.

How can | protect myself from novel coronavirus?

It is important that everyone take steps to reduce the spread of novel coronavirus, especially to
protect those who are more vulnerable. Steps you can take to prevent spread of flu and the common

()
e wash hands often with soap and water. If not available, use hand sanitizer. é‘

e avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth with unwashed hands.

cold will also help prevent coronavirus:

e avoid contact with people who are sick.
e stay home while you are sick and avoid close contact with others. m
e cover your mouth/nose with a tissue or sleeve when coughing or sneezing.

If you are traveling overseas, follow the CDC’s guidance: wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel.

Currently, there are no vaccines available to prevent novel coronavirus infections.

How is novel coronavirus treated?
There are no medications specifically approved for coronavirus. Most people with mild coronavirus

illness will recover on their own by drinking plenty of fluids, resting, and taking pain and fever
medications. However, some cases develop pneumonia and require medical care or hospitalization.

For more information: www.kingcounty.gov/covid

Updated 2/27/2020
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